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DETAILED ACTION 
Title Objections 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "A Camera Function Embodying a Programmable 
Alarm Clock." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for rejections under this section made in this office action: 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to tKe date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,621 ,458 
Mann et al. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 1. See figures 1, 2, and 5 
and all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 1, Mann 
describes a camcorder comprising a camera body (figure 1). To those familiar to the 
art it is known that a camcorder is a camera /recorder combination which is a 
camera that records on videotape. Mann also describes an alarm clock that is 
operably associated with said camera body (column 6, lines 5-9) and (figure 5). 
Note that an alarm clock is commonly known as an audible feature that reminds the 
user of a "time specific event." Mann describes a real time clock (RTC), which is 
utilized by algorithm to detect the coincidence with the desired time, othenwise 
known as "time specific event." Upon coincidence, an "on time" or event occurrence 
signal is generated and the user determined function is activated (column 6, lines 5- 
9). Mann further describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is 
generated on the display (figure 2, item 115) and is associated with an indicator 
(figure 2, item 107) that may be accompanied by an alerting audible beep (column 4, 
lines 3-6). All of the features described are commonly known features of an alarm 
clock. 

Mann clearly shows clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 2. See figure 
2 and all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 2, Mann 
describes a camera of claim 1 wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least 
one output device selected from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, 
a strobe, a display, and a capture device. Specifically, Mann describes that upon 
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the occurrence of an event a message is generated on the display (figure 2, item 
115) and is associated with an indicator (figure 2, item 107) that may be 
accompanied by an alerting audible beep (column 4, lines 3-6). It is common 
knowledge within the art, and even broader, that "audible" means a noise or sound 
capable of being heard. This sound is achieved through the use of transducers 
(speakers). Mann's description of this speaker comprises at least one of the output 
devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 3. See figure 2 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 3, Mann describes a 
camera of claim 1 wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least two output 
devices selected from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a 
display, and a capture device. Specifically, Mann describes that upon the 
occurrence of an event a message is generated on the display (figure 2, item 115). 
Mann's description of this display and the speaker of claim 2 comprise at least two 
of the output devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 4. See figures 1 and 2, and 
all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 4, Mann 
describes a camera of claim 1 wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least 
three output devices selected from a group of output devices consisting of: a 
speaker, a strobe, a display, and a capture device. Mann describes the camera of 
claim 1 wherein said output device further comprises said strobe. Note that it is 
common knowledge within the art that a strobe is a visual notification of a burst or 
flash of light. Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is 
generated on the display (figure 2, item 115) and is associated with an indicator 
which produce various colors of light (figure 2, item 107) and (column 4, lines 3-9), 
This light produced is comparable to that of a strobe or a flash. Mann's description 
of the speaker in claim 2, the display of claim 3, and this strobe comprise at least 
three of the output devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows all of limitations recited in claim 5, See figure 2 and all of the 
paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 5, Mann describes a 
camera of claim 1 wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least four output 
devices selected from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a 
display, and a capture device. Note that it is common knowledge within the art that 
a capture device can comprise that of a camera. Also, note that a camcorder is a 
combination of a camera and a recording device. Mann describes the use of a 
capture device or camcorder (figure 1). Mann's description of the speaker in claim 
2, the display of claim 3, the strobe of claim 4, and this capture device comprise at 
least four of the output devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 6. See figure 2 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 6, Mann describes a 
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camera of claim 2 wherein said output device further comprises said speaker. 
Specifically, Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is 
generated on the display (figure 2, item 115) and is associated with an indicator 
(figure 2, item 107) that may be accompanied by an alerting audible beep (column 4, 
lines 3-6), It is common knowledge within the art, and even broader, that "audible" 
means a noise or sound capable of being heard. This sound is achieved through the 
use of transducers (speakers). 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 7. See figure 2 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 7, Mann describes 
the camera of claim 2 wherein said output device further comprises said strobe. 
Note that it is common knowledge within the art that a strobe is a visual notification 
of a burst or flash of light. Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a 
message is generated on the display (figure 2, item 115) and is associated with an 
indicator which produce various colors of light (figure 2, item 107) and (column 4, 
lines 3-9). This light produced is comparable to that of a strobe or a flash. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 8. See figure 2 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 8, Mann describes 
the camera of claim 2 wherein said output device further comprises said display. 
Specifically, Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is 
generated on the display (figure 2, item 115). 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 9. See figure 1 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 9, Mann describes 
the camera of claim 2 (said alarm clock operably associated with said camera body) 
wherein said output device further comprises said capture device. Note that it is 
common knowledge within the art that a capture device can comprise that of a 
camera. Also, note that a camcorder is a combination of a camera and a recording 
device. Mann describes the use of a capture device or camcorder (figure 1). Also, 
further note that Mann describes an alarm clock that is operably associated with said 
camera body (column 6, lines 5-9) and (figure 5). 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 10. See figure 5 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 10, Mann describes 
the camera of claim 1 further comprising at least one element operatively 
associated with said alarm clock selected from a group of elements consisting of a 
memory storage device, a photosensor array, a computer connector, a real time 
clock, an always-on portion, and a controller. Mann describes a real time clock 
(RTC) (figure 5, item 840) and (column 6, lines 21-30). Mann's description of a real 
time clock (RTC) further comprises at least one element operatively associated with 
said alarm clock. 
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Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 1 1 . See figure 5 and all of 
the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 11, Mann describes 
the camera of claim 2 further comprising at least one element operatively 
associated with said alarm clock selected from a group of elements consisting of a 
memory storage device, a photosensor array, a computer connector, a real time 
clock, an always-on portion, and a controller. Mann describes a real time clock 
(RTC) (figure 5, item 840) and (column 6, lines 21-30). Mann's description of a real 
time clock (RTC) further comprises at least one element operatively associated with 
said alarm clock. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 12. See all of the 
paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 12, Mann describes a 
method of providing notification of the occurrence of a time day, which comprises 
inputting data representative of selected time of day into a camera, and upon 
occurrence of said selected time of day a camera subsystem is actuated (column 2, 
lines 56-59 and column 6, lines 25-30). Specifically, Mann describes a real time 
clock (RTC), which is utilized by algorithm to detect the coincidence with the desired 
time. This desired time is a selected time that must be input by the user (comprised 
of data). Upon coincidence (desired time equals RTC), an "on time" or event 
occurrence signal is generated and the user determined function or camera 
subsystem is activated (column 6, lines 5-9 and 25-30). An example of an actuated 
subsystem is message generated on the display (figure 2, item 115) and is 
associated with an indicator (figure 2, item 107) that may be accompanied by an 
alerting audible beep (column 4, lines 3-6). 

Mann clearly shows clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 13. See 
figure 2 and all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 

13, Mann describes the method of claim 12 wherein actuating a camera subsystem 
comprises activating at least one output device selected from a group of output 
devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a display, and a capture device. 
Specifically, Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event, wherein a 
camera subsystem is actuated, a message is generated on the display (figure 2, 
item 115) and is associated with an indicator (figure 2, item 107) that may be 
accompanied by an alerting audible beep (column 4, lines 3-6). It is common 
knowledge within the art, and even broader, that "audible" means a noise or sound 
capable of being heard. This sound is achieved through the use of transducers 
(speakers). Mann's description of this speaker comprises at least one of the output 
devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 14. See 
figure 2 and all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 

14, Mann describes the method of claim 12 wherein actuating a camera subsystem 
comprises activating at least two output device selected from a group of output 
devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a display, and a capture device. 
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Specifically, Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event, wherein a 
camera subsystem is actuated, a message is generated on the display (figure 2, 
item 1 1 5). Mann's description of this display and the speaker of claim 1 3 comprise 
at least two of the output devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 15. See 
figure 3 and all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 
15, Mann describes the method of claim 12 further comprising storing data (user 
data) (figure 3, item 126) utilized by said camera subsystem for notifying a user of 
the occurrence of said selected time of day. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 16. See figures 1 and 2 and 
all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 16, Mann 
describes the method of claim 12 wherein said inputting (data representative of 
selected time of day into a camera) comprises operating a camera control surface 
useable for controlling other camera functions. Specifically, Mann describes control 
system 100 (figure 2) as a control panel for coupling the camcorder that further 
comprises display 1 15 for controlling various modes of the camcorder (column 4, 
lines 59-63) and for inputting data representative of selected time of day (column 2, 
lines 56-59 and column 6, lines 25-30). Figure 1 shows the camcorder attached to 
the control system 100. With that said, the two units together formulate a working 
unit that consists of said camera control unit with a surface useable for controlling 
other camera functions. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 17. See figures 1, 2, and 5 
and all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 17, Mann 
describes a camcorder comprising a camera body (figure 1). To those familiar to the 
art it is known that a camcorder is a camera /recorder combination which is a 
camera that records on videotape. Mann also describes an alarm clock that is 
operably associated with said camera body or housing (column 6, lines 5-9) and 
(figure 5). Mann further describes that upon the occurrence of an event, associated 
with the alarm clock, a message is generated on the camera's display or an image 
assembly (figure 2, item 115), all of which are part of the camera's housing. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 18. See figure 1 and 2 an 
all of the paragraphs cited within the specification. Referring to claim 18, Mann 
describes a camera comprising a means for capturing an image of an object, which 
is commonly known as basic function of the camera as it is an image capture device. 
Note that it is common knowledge within the art that a camcorder (figure 1) is an 
image capture device. Mann further describes a camera/camcorder with a means 
for selecting a time of day through the use of an algorithm to detect the coincidence 
of a real time clock (RTC) with the desired time. This desired time is a selected time 
that must be input by the user (comprised of data). Upon coincidence (desired time 
equals RTC), an "on time" or event occurrence signal is generated and the user 
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determined function or camera subsystem is activated (column 6, lines 25-30). An 
example of an actuated subsystem is message generated on the display (figure 2, 
item 115) and is associated with an indicator (figure 2, item 107) that may be 
accompanied by an alerting audible beep (column 4, lines 3-6). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kevin M. Gagliostro whose telephone number is 
703-308-6070. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kevin Gagliostro 12/09/2004 
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